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February 3, 1875
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A letter of A. C. Van Raalte to Philip Phelps on the controversy again.
"Unless the Board can be induced to influence the Synod to exonerate you
from the financial agency, to assume the debts and property, and to
liquidate yearly expenses and income your position is untenable....Be yourself
a land agent, and use other persons in that quality all over creation before
volcanic eruptions. All this is no dictation. However it is conviction."
Original in the Archives of Hope College
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Holland, Mich.
Feb. 3, 1875
Rev. Dr. P. Phelps .
Dear Brother:
Allow me to express after reflection and gathering more straws my conviction.
A fresh Council meeting for silencing insinuations and justification of
accounts exasperates even more and does not extricate us out of difficulties.
Mr. Yntema expressed himself bitter against sending Endorsement funds for
removal of Mr. Gilmore. (I was willing to give my note for the amount to the
Endowment.) He defended very emphatic for Mr. Keppel that Ds Van der Meulen's
and Ds Oggell s lands did belong to the Endowment funds.
The withdrawal of Rev. Gilmore will quiet only for a time.
Even if the Board yea the Synod would exonerate and legalize the use of the
last dollar of the Endowment; it will not remove the irritation, but it will undermine confidence, give concentrated strenght when opposition rises, and will not
avert disreputable bankruptcy.
Unless the Board can be indused to influence the Synod to exonerate you
from the financial agency, to assume the debts and property, and to liquidate
yearly expenses and income your position is untenable.
If you are left where you are then resolutions are passed by the C ouncil to
sell real estate, to extinguish the debt. Be yourself a land agent, and use other
persons in that quality all over creation before vulcanic eruptions.
All this is no dictation. However it is conviction. Council meetings will
not bring delivery. Your free open conversation with the Board can bring about
the most only good.
May the Lord guide you.
Yours truly
A.C. Van Raalte

95.
holland Nieh
Febr 3/1875
Revd Dr Pidielps.
Dear Brother,
Allow me to express after reflection and
gathering more straws my conviction.
A fresh Council meeting for aliening insinuations
and justification óf accounts exasperates even more and does not
extricate us out of difficulties.
Mk Yntema expressed himself bitter against sending Endorsement funds for removal of Mk Gilmore: (1 was unable to raise the money but was willing to give my note for the amount to the Endowmente)He defended veryhemphatic for Mk Koppel that Ds Van der Moulin's
And Ds Oggells lands did belong to the Endowment funds.
The withdrawal of Revd Gilmore will quiet only for a time.
Even if the Board yea the Synod would exonerate and ligalize
the nee of the last Dollar of the Endowment; it will not remove
the irritation,but.it will undermine confidence,give concentrated
strenght when opposition riaes,and will not avert disreputable
Bankruptoy.
Unless the Board can be indused to influence the Synod to
exonerate you from the finantial agency, to assume the debts and
property, and to liquidate yearly expenses and income your position
is untenable. If.yoa are left where you are: then resolutions are passed by the
Council,to sell real estate, to extinguish the debt: Be yourself a
land agentl and use other persons in that quality all over creation
before vulcanic eruptions.
All this is no dictation. Hower it is conviction. Council
meetings will not bring delivery. Your free Open conversation with
the Board can bring about the most only good.
May the Lord guide you
Yours truly
A.C.Van Malta

75-02-03
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This is the last extant letter of Dr. Albertus C. Van Raalte to President Philip Phelps Jr. in
the George Scholten collection of Van Raalte letters given to Hope College a few decades
ago. Undoubtedly there were more letters to Phelps but they did not survive. Van Raalte
was active on the Council of Hope College through 1875. Not only was he an active
member of the Council but he chaired the meetings as well. He was not present at the
April meeting in 1876 due most likely to his declining health. He died 11 November
1876.

Holland Mich
Febr 3/18751
Rev. Dr P. Phelps.
Dear Brother,
Allow me to express after reflection and gathering more straws my
conviction.2

A fresh Council meeting for silencing insinuations and justification of accounts
exasperates only more and does not extricate us out of difficulties.3
Mr. Yntema4 expressed Himself bitters against sending Endowment funds for removal
of Mr. Gilmore:6 (I was unable to raise the money but was willing to give my note for
the amount to the Endowment.)7 He defended very emphatic for Mr. Keppel8 that Ds
Van der Meulen's9 and Ds Oggelsw lands did belong to the Endowment funds.

i This letter was written only a few days since the Council meeting that took place on 27 January. It was a
special session because the Council had received new from the Board of Education of the denomination
that Hope College would be receiving less funds from the board. The Panic of 1873 and the ensuing
depression continued to have ramifications for Hope College.
2 Since Van Raalte chaired the 27 January meeting, he had been mulling over many things in his mind.
3 Van Raalte and undoubtedly Phelps as well knew that the lessening of support by the Board of Education
had dire consequences for Hope College. The college was already in debt and owed the faculty back
salaries.
4 No per on wi this name had attended the 27 January meeting. This person may be the patriarch of the
Ynten
io cal le to play an important part at Hope College. A son, Prof. Douwe Yntema taught
Chenus and Physics at Hope and a grand son, Dwight, taught Economics. "We Salute the Yntema's,"
Alumni Magazine Hope College, May, 1949, 8-11, 17.
5 Van Raalte or the Council may have received a letter from Yntema expressing his displeasure on certain
matters.
6 The meaning of this Van Raalte remark is unclear.
7 If the Endowment Fund was inadequate to support Gilmore, Van Raalte indicated he was willing to
donate personal funds in order to get Gilmore to Holland.

The withdrawal of Revd Gilmore will quiet only for a time."
Even if the Board yea the Synod would exonerate and legalize the use of the last
Dollar of the Endowment; it will not remove the irritation, but it will undermine
confidence, give concentrated strenght when opposition rises, and will not avert
disreputable BanIcruptcy.12
Unless the Board [of Education of the denomination] can be induced to influence the
[General] Synod to exonerate you from the finantial agency, to assume the debts and
property, & to liquidate yearly expenses and income your position is untenable.13
If you are left w[h]ere you are; then resolutions are passed by the Council, to sell real
estate, to extinguish the debt: Be yourself a land agent," and use other persons in that
quality all over Creation, before vulcanic eruptions.15
All this is no dictation. However it is conviction. - Council meetings will not bring
- Your free open conversation with the Board can bring about the most only
good.'
May the Lord guide you.
Yours truly
A. C. Van Raalte

8 Tennis

Keppel was a prominent Holland business man and a key elder in the First Reformed Church
before he led the defection from the Reformed Church during the Masonic Controversy in the late 1870s
and early 1880s.
9 Most likely this is a reference to Rev. Cornelius Vander Meulen, the co-founder of Zeeland, Michigan,
and long-time Reformed Church pastor in the Dutch immigrant congregations.
I° Rev. Pieter J. Oggel died in 1869 so this would be a reference to his widow, a daughter of Albertus and
Christina Van Raalte.
II Van Raalte gave no reason why he was of this opinion.
12 This was a strange sentence of Van Raalte. It may refer to the fact that the college was in dire
circumstances and it would take heroic measures to save the college from financial min.
13 Whatever Van Raalte meant by this statement, he was making a prophetic statement. Phelps's position
was becoming increasingly untenable and a few years later, the Board of Education asked him to resign.
14 Phelps simply did not have die entrepreneur skills Van Raalte had to buy and sell property and make a
profit in the process.
s The volcanic eruptions came in 1878 and Van Raalte was no longer in the land of the living to help
Phelps in a desperate situation.
16 Van Raalte attempts to inject some optimism at a very difficult time in the college's history.
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After classis had accepted and approved this report, it decided the following:
1. Decided that the classis, anew, reject the new Constitution, and
2. That the decisions taken last year be repeated.
ARTICLE 41
At the request of the congregation of Beaverdam, it was decided that if there is
money available in the Daniel Schen[c]k Fund, this congregation will receive the
requested amount for the period of five years without interest.
ARTICLE 42
It was decided that the consistory of the congregation Vriesland give a complete
report concerning the Daniel Schen[c]k Fund next fall at classis.
ARTICLE 43
On request, it was decided that the congregation of Graafschap may keep the
money from the Daniel Schen[c]k Fund for five years more, with interest.
ARTICLE 44
The report of the treasurer of the school board was heard and approved.
ARTICLE 45
Elder J. Heerenga was appointed as a member of the Council of Hope College, in
place of the retiring 13_rather_Yntema, for eight years from 1874 to 1882.
ARTICLE 46
The constitutional questions were asked and, without any exception, answered in
the affirmative.

9-02 Wet ‘ 5
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ARTICLE XI - Pella Preaching Assignments
A request from Pella was read, asking to be supported by the classis in the ministry of Word and
sacraments during the absence of their pastor, Rev. P. J. Oggel. It was decided to satisfy their reasonable
desire. Rev. R. Pieters and Rev. A. Zwemer were appointed as a committee to regulate this matter for Pella.
ARTICLE XII - Interests of the Delegates of the Board of Education
The reverend brethren, Dr. Taylor, vice president, John L. See, secretary of the Board of Education, were
welcomed by the president of classis and invited to bring their interests before the classis.
Dr. Taylor answered this with warm, kind, Christian words, and introduced Rev. See, as the secretary of the
board, to learn from him the purpose of their coming to the classis.
Rev. See, having begun to speak, said that the Board of Education had not sent them with an already
determined plan" but rather to become better acquainted from nearby with the affairs of the Holland
Academy and its relation to the Colony and the Particular Synod of Chicago. This would put the General
Synod in a better position to be able, through the Board of Education, according to requirements, to support
and to care for this institution which has now become the church's own»
In the name of the board, he could promise that the requested help for the salaries of the professors would
be granted. A new board of superintendents chosen by the classes of the Particular Synod of Chicago
would be formed for better care of the interests of the Holland Academy, which the Synod wants to elevate
to a college."
Next he said he could not neglect to give the deserved praise to the Dutch congregations on account of their
zeal and sacrifices for the nurture of their youth, in which they could be an example for the whole church.

This appears to be slightly misleading, since the June 1863 General Synod had adopted a detailed plan
for the academy, including the creation of a 13oarcJaperintendents, to which twelve men were appointed
from the Particular Synod of Chicago, including Van Raalte, Oggel and Yntem_a from the Classis of
Holland; Acts and Proceedings of the General Synod, 1863, 319-322; Preston J. Stegenga, Anchor of Hope:
The Histoty of an American Denominational Institution: Hope College (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1954), 72-73. In any case, the visit of Taylor and See was an important milestone in the
growing recognition by the East of the importance of the midwestern immigrant churches.
4' The Michigan legislature had just (1863) passed a bill making the General Synod of the RPDC the legal
owner of "the real estate and premises" of Holland Academy; Acts and Proceedings of the General Synod,
1863, 253, 320; Corwin, Digest, 341; see note 134 below, and 1848-1858 minutes, note 913 above.
48 The intention to add collegiate instruction at the Holland Academy, so that its graduates would not have
the expense and trouble of traveling to New Brunswick to attend Rutgers College, was already evident in
the 1862 academy report; Acts and Proceedings of the General Synod, 1862, 184. In the fall of this year
the first students entered the freshman class of what would become (1866) Hope College; Wichers, A
Century of Hope, 65-66.

46
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specially appointed by our Synod, we request you to acknowledge him as delegate of our
classes?" Both have lived here for years, have served the church for considerable time,
and are well acquainted with the ecclesiastical circumstances here. The first-mentioned,
by his own education for the gospel ministry at New Brunswick, and by his present
charge in the immediate vicinity of Hope College here in the West, can also give you the
desired information regarding the academic formation and cultivation of the youth.385
We give you the assurance that both men fully merit your confidence.
And now, beloved brothers! May the Lord, who is rich in mercy, fulfill all your
lack. May he, through his Holy Spirit, be the President in your assembly and grant you
light and wisdom, courage and power, in the fulfillment of your task. May your
deliberations take place in the spirit of truth and of love, with seriousness and with
moderation, so that they, under Higher blessing, may serve to the welfare of God's
church, and so that also we may rejoice in the spiritual growth of the Netherlands Zion,
whose children we regularly receive in our midst.386
(was signed on behalf of Classis Holland)
G. J. Nykerk, President
W. Moerdijk, Stated Clerk
It was decided that this correspondence should be placed in De Hope about next
May 15.

Hessel Ottes Yntema was perhaps the senior elder in the Classis of Holland, with Afscheiding
credentials that stretched back to his having been baptized as an adult by the Rev. Simon van Velzen in
1836; Classis Holland Minutes, 28; see 1858-1859 minutes, note 15. He had most recently served on the
Council of Hope College and as treasurer on the Daniel Schenck Fund. The reason, probably innocent
enough, for his not being an official RCA representative to the Dutch synod is not known.
385 The solidly Reformed Roelof Pieters could provide living testimony to the Christelijke Gereformeerde
Kerk that New Brunswick Theological Seminary (not to mention the Holland Academy and, by extension,
Hope College and its graduate theological department, with which Pieters was intimately acquainted,
although the latter two institutions did not exist when he was a student) produced doctrinally sound pastors,
in spite of what the CRC might say about its theological laxity. The classis could be confident about
Pieters' message to the Dutch synod, since he had already published a sturdy defense of New Brunswick's
orthodoxy in the 18 November 1868 issue of De Hope; Earl Wm. Kennedy, "The Summer of Dominie
Winter's Discontent," 228, 239. In any case, Pieters, as Van Raalte's successor and pastor of the Pillar
Church, the colony's mother church, would inevitably command considerable respect in the old country.
Not only this, but the General Synod had designated Pieters as its official delegate; Acts and Proceedings of
the General Synod, 1875, 251.
386 The mention of "the Netherlands Zion, whose children we regularly receive in our midst" is almost
certainly not accidental. This final word is a reminder of how important it was to the Classis of Holland
that Christelijke Gereformeerde immigrants come to the RCA and, by implication, not to the CRC.

384

3 Arvi
PAGE 175

(Continuation of Article 9)
Furthermore, there was a request from P. Damstra16° of Drenthe, about the action
of the classis regarding the refusal to grant a requested attestation.
ARTICLE 10
The Revs. C. Van Der Veen and J. De Pree were seated as corresponding
members.I61
ARTICLE 11
The meeting was adjourned until the following morning at 8:30. Brother Kotvis
closed with thanksgiving.
SECOND SESSION
Thursday morning
ARTICLE 12
The meeting was opened with the singing of Psalm 43: 10, and with prayer by Rev. G. J.
Nykerk.

ARTICLE 13

160 Pieter Cornelis Damstra had emigrated in 1847 in one of two groups of Frisian Seceders to sail the
Atlantic that year. He was a newlywed from what is now the rural municipality of Hemelumer-Oldephaert
and Noordwolde, in Friesland. He was also a charter member of the Seceder Reformed congregation of
Vriesland, Michigan, which had already been organized in Leeuwarden, Friesland, 19 November 1846,
under the leadership of the Rev. Marten Anne Ypma. Damstra came on the same ship as Hessel Ottes
Yntema, who was an elder of the future Vriesland congregation and from the town of Koudum in the same
municipality as Damstra; see 1858-1859 minutes, note 15. The latter was almost certainly the son of
Cornelis Pieters Damstra, a merchant active by 1838 in the Seceder church in Koudum; the elder Damstra
died in 1845, aged 57. His son would soon suffer a second loss, since almost immediately after Pieter's
arrival in Michigan, his wife died "happily in the Lord" at Old Groningen; within a few years, however, he
remarried and had children. His age in 1847, given in the immigration/emigration records, was either 27 or
29, but the 1850, 1860, and 1870 census records would consistently place his birth around 1825. Living in
Holland Township in 1850, he was in Zeeland Township (containing Drenthe) in 1860 and 1870.
Wesseling, De Afscheiding van 1834 in Friesland, 3:256-258; Lucas, Dutch Immigrant Memoirs, 1:309310; Van Koevering, Legends of the Dutch, 434.
161 The Rev. Christiaan Van Der Veen, editor of De Hope, and formerly pastor of the English-language
First Reformed Church of Grand Rapids, remained a member of the Anglophone Classis of Michigan,
although he resided in Holland. The Rev. James De Pree was from the Classis of Grand River.
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ARTICLE 17
Miscellaneous
1. It was decided that every member of classis, according to his ability, be
requested to make a special effort before November 1 to make a contribution to help
cover the debt of the Classical Benevolence Fund.409
2. Classis learned with pleasure of the hearty reception granted to the Rev. R.
Pieters and Elder I-1. 0. Yntema as delegates to the Christelijke Gerefortneerde Kerk in
Nederland.410
This does not necessarily refer to the members of classis as individuals but rather to them as
representatives of their respective congregations. The fund in question is the Classical Board of
Benevolence. The problem would not soon be remedied. See the end of Article 12 above and 5 April 1876
minutes, Article 10, Section 1, below; also notes 345-347 above and note 427 below.
410 While not given here, the accounts of the synodical visit of Pieters and Yntema were probably published
in De Hope and perhaps the city of Holland newspapers. The minutes of the Synod of the Christelijke
Gereformeerde Kerk, in addition to telling of the reception of the American brethren, contain the text of
Pieters' address in an appendix. He recounted the history and present condition of the RCA, emphasizing
its confessional faithfulness and avoidance of ecclesiastical connections with other denominations, even
though it uses the English language, engages in pulpit exchanges, and cooperates with other churches in
disseminating tracts, etc. The speech concluded with a story about Van Raalte and a strong statement of
support for the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerk in its struggle. Nothing was said about the CRC, although
the way that the RCA was described seemed calculated to counter CRC charges against it; an elder from
the Grand Rapids CRC also spoke to the synod, describing his denomination and its closeness to the mother
church; polemics were apparently avoided by both delegates. Handelingen van de Synode der Christelijke
Gereformeerde Kerk in Nederland, gehouden van 26 Mei tot 5 Atli 1875, te 's Hertogenbosch (Kampen: G.
Ph. Zalsman, 1875), 70-72 (Bijlage III and Bijlage IV). Incidentally, while Pieters and Yntema were in The
Netherlands, the RCA General Synod considered "a letter in the Dutch language, accompanied with a
translation and an explanatory note by Rev. A. C. Van Raalte,...received from the Synodical Committee of
the Christian Reformed Church in the Netherlands, asking for information in regard to the oath against
Simony, and proposing a fraternal correspondence." The General Synod response to this was to appoint a
committee, consisting of the Revs. Charles Scott (president of the synod and professor at Hope College)
and A. C. Van Raalte, "with power to prepare and forward a suitable reply, in the name of the Synod."
Nothing further is said in the minutes about the precise nature of the issue or the content of the letter, or
even if it was ever written. Acts and Proceedings of the General Synod, 1875, 105, 265; Corwin, Digest,
230. Simony (named for Simon Magus; Acts 8:9-24), or the buying and selling of church offices, was
forbidden by the Roman Catholic Church and also by the churches of the Reformation. The Canons of the
Synod of Dort, the Hervormde Kerk and the churches that seceded from it after 1834, as well as the RCA
(earlier the RPDC) and the CRC all condemned simony. In the Constitution of the RCA (including the
1874 revision), following Dort, it was considered to be one of "the principal offenses that deserve the
punishment of suspension or removal from office." Corwin, Digest, lxxiv-Ixxv. Although a ministerial
oath against simony was not prescribed by the Synod of Dort and was never a part of the Constitution of
the RPDC/RCA, it was included in the church order adopted at the national synod of the Afscheiding
churches in Utrecht in 1837. The prohibition of simony, however, would become irrelevant in the "free
churches" of European seceders (and even in the Hervormde Kerk after some mid-nineteenth-century
adjustments) and with the separation of church and state in the USA, but the tradition of taking an oath
against simony was retained for a time among the Afgescheidenen. Thus those who were approved for
ordination had not only to subscribe the Three Standards of Faith but take the oath against simony. Only
409

ept
89

PAGE 72
to serve God's church,
Article 3 - Call of Grand Rapids
A letter of call was read from the congregation of Grand Rapids to the Rev. C. van der Meulen, pastor and
teacher at Chicago, Illinois. The letter of call being found to be in order, classical approbation was given to
it.
Article 4 - Grand Rapids Preaching Assignments
The congregation at Grand Rapids being bereft of regular preaching by the departure of Rev. Houbolt, it
was decided to procure preaching for this congregation by means of the remaining ministers taking turns
preaching, without honorarium. The arrangement of these turns would be done among the ministers.
Article 5 - Closed with thanksgiving by Rev. G. J. Nykerk.
(was signed) A. Zwemer, clerk
This report was approved and received.
ARTICLE IX - School Board Elders
On motion, the elders named as members of the Holland Academy School Board are G. J. van Hees, H.
Yntema, and Broek, in place of the elders retiring from the board Q. Huyser, [G.] J. Wolter[d]ink, and T.
Keppel.
ARTICLE X - Attestation of Rev. Phelps
A classical attestation from the Classis Westchester, New York, is presented by the Rev. Ph. Phelps,
principal of the Holland Academy, with the aim, on the basis of this attestation from the afore-mentioned
classis, to be received and recognized as member of Classis Holland.
The attestation, found to be in order, is accepted. Rev. Phelps is recognized as a member of the classis and
welcomed as such by the president of the classis.
The attestation is in the archives of the classis under letter A.

